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	Kevin M. Higar


Kevin Higar is a Director for Technomic, Inc., and is responsible for various consulting and research assignments for food and equipment manufacturers, trade associations, restaurant operators, and other suppliers to the foodservice industry. Kevin is also involved with Technomic’s Operator Advisory Group, a consortium of restaurant concepts that meet throughout the year to discuss relevant topics, issues, and priorities impacting the restaurant industry. Finally, Kevin plays a key role in the development of Technomic’s Trends and Directions Conference, an annual event that provides operators and suppliers with reliable and detailed information and insights regarding the direction of the restaurant industry.

Consulting Experience
Since joining Technomic in 2006, Kevin has worked with a large number of foodservice operators and suppliers, as well as Top 500 companies. Kevin has provided insight, analysis, and consulting expertise in areas including the restaurant competitive marketplace, customer service, guest satisfaction, brand positioning, marketing, and strategic analysis.

Industry Experience
Prior to joining Technomic, Kevin was with Brinker International for almost thirteen years, most recently as the organization’s Corporate External Strategist. During his tenure, Kevin worked extensively with every Brinker brand, including Chili’s, Macaroni Grill, On The Border, Maggiano’s, Corner Bakery and Big Bowl (prior to the sale of the latter two). In addition to the functions previously mentioned, Kevin also worked extensively in many other critical areas, including health and wellness, culinary trends, takeout, franchising, economic and business condition trending, and the growing multicultural influence. Prior to joining the Brinker organization, Kevin worked as a financial and business/market analyst with Electronic Data Systems.

Speaking Engagements
Kevin is a frequent speaker at various manufacturer and operator events. Kevin has also spoken on numerous occasions at industry events such as The Flavor Event, the IFMA Foodservice and Forecast Outlook Seminar, COEX, Prepared Foods Conference, National Association of Convenience Stores Show, QSR Magazine’s DineAmerica Conference, the UCLA Extension California Restaurant Industry Conference, and Technomic’s annual Trends and Directions conference. In addition, Kevin has been a featured speaker at the Culinary Institute of America campus at Hyde Park, New York. Prior to joining Technomic, Kevin was a keynote speaker at the University of Texas-Dallas/Dallas Business Journal/Society of Competitive Intelligence Professionals quarterly learning series entitled “How Dynamic Firms Utilize Competitive Intelligence to Achieve Strategic Objectives”. Kevin has also been cited in such trade publications as USA Today, QSR Magazine, Food Channel website, Convenience Store/Petroleum website, Convenience Store News, and Refrigerated and Frozen Foods magazine, and has written and narrated a podcast series hosted by Prepared Foods magazine entitled The Technomic Menu Trends Roadmap. 
Education
Kevin earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Distribution, as well as his Masters of Business Administration degree from Texas A&M University.
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